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The University of Maine Artificial Intelligence
Series hosts webinar on AI in healthcare

Grace Blanchard
Contributor

On Thursday, Nov.
4, the University of
Maine Artificial Intelligence Series hosted
a webinar on the uses
of artificial intelligence
(AI) in the healthcare
industry. The webinar
was held over Zoom
and featured guest
speaker Dr. Behrouz
Shabestari, the acting
director of the Division
of Health Informatics
Technologies and the
director of the National
Institute of Biomedical
Imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB) National Technology Centers
Program.
The UMaine Artificial Intelligence Webinar Series is a series
of free webinars for the
Maine business community, policymakers,
attorneys, healthcare
providers and other
members of the public.
Experts from various
companies come to
speak on a variety of
diverse topics in this
field.
“It is my great
pleasure to introduce
speakers today that
are going to talk about
artificial intelligence in
healthcare,” the Associate Vice President for

Research at UMaine Ali
Abedia said.
The Director of the
Center for Computational
Pharmacology
and
Computational
Bioscience
Program
Larry
Hunter
was
supposed to present
during the lecture but
due to technical difficulties was unable to.
“I’m going to talk
today about the applications of artificial
intelligence at NIBIB,”
Dr. Shabestari said.
According
to
Shabestari, NIBIB has
four scientific program
areas. These include
the Division of Applied
Science and Technology (DAST), the Division
of Health Informatics
Technologies (DHIT),
the Division of Discovery Science and Technology (DDST) and the
Division of Interdisciplinary Training (DIDIT).
Shabestari is responsible for running
the Division of Health
Informatics
Technologies. This division
looks at the study of
AI through image processing, visual perception and display and
point of care technologies and diagnostics.
“AI can change how
we gather data, not
just how we interpret

the data,” Shabestari
said.
According
to
Shabestair, there are
applications of AI that
can provide medical
results 10 times faster.
“If we have an application that uses
the AI tool to get the
information and interpret the data, then we
also have the network
for getting information
from the standard 2-d
images, so why can’t
we go directly from the
data to the information,” Shabestari said.
According to Shabestari, researchers at
NYU Langone Health
are currently trying to
solve this answer as
well and it is an area
that he is very interested in.
Another application
of AI that is becoming impactful in the
healthcare
industry
is AI with CT Denoising. CT scans involve
the use of radiation to
capture images and
according to Shabestari, the impact that
AI is having on this
field is huge. According to Shabestari, AI
machine learning for
CT scanning can bring
the dosage of radiation
down 75% for the patients. Shabestari not-

ed that radiation is not
good for the patients
so being able to reduce it while still producing strong images
is a huge advantage.
Shabestari
also
notes that a major advantage of incorporating AI is you don’t
need to be an expert
on AI to be able to use
its applications.
“It is a major advantage of AI training to be
able to do things without needing complete
expertise,” Shabestari
said. Shabestari noted
that healthcare professionals can still gather
results and information
with AI applications
without being an expert on it.
Shabestari also noted how AI applications
are being incorporated
into the fight against
COVID-19.
“It was a very challenging
application,
but
wanting
good
COVID[-19] tests has
expedited the AI application because the
FDA approved it faster
and there was a lot of
money put into it to get
faster results,” Shabestari said.
Shabestari
talked about an ongoing
clinical trial that is in
the works in which AI

applications are being
utilized in the assessment and management of COVID-19. It
involves a device that
patients blow into and
then they put the results under a microscope and compare
them to other viruses.
The clinical trial is currently using the machine learning application of AI to identify
and learn more about
these viruses, and according to Shabestari,
it has been very successful.
“I hope this will be
able to get to the market soon,” Shabestari
said.
Shabestari also noted that a major challenge that healthcare
professionals are facing with COVID-19 is
monitoring
patients
throughout the recovery period.
“If
people
have
COVID[-19] and then
they recover and then
it attacks a different
area of the body such
as [the] liver or kidney
you cannot continuously get a CT scan,”
Shabestari said. He
says an alternative that
can be utilized when
monitoring patients recovery is ultrasounds.
According to Shabe-

stari, the benefits of
utilizing ultrasounds is
that it is beneficial for
assisting less experienced physicians with
identifying features for
COVID-19
detection
and diagnosis and provides 86% accuracy.
There was a brief
question and answer
period toward the end
of the webinar. A question raised by a spectator of the webinar
asked what skill sets
are important for students that are interested in entering this field
aside from technical
expertise in AI.
“A program is anything you can learn but
it is the understanding.
I’m not an AI expert. I
cannot write one line of
code and understand it
or the layer of the network, but I can clearly
understand all of the
applications,” Shabestari said. “AI is just an
optimistic
algorithm,
so you have to learn
how to apply the AI.”
For more information and to see more
webinars from this series you can visit the
department’s website
at ai.umaine.edu/webinar.

This Week in Student Government

Weekly recap of decisions made by the UMaine Student Government General Student Senate
Grace Blanchard
Contributor
On Tuesday, Nov. 2,
the University of Maine
General Student Senate
held their weekly meeting
in the Bangor Room of the
Memorial Union in which
they discussed new resolutions and appointed a
new senator.
The meeting opened
with the appointment of
Senator Ciro Falanga.
Falanga was also
nominated for the Student
Organizations Committee,
and as the only nominee,
was appointed to the position.
UMaine student Nate
Stanley was also observing during Tuesday’s senate meeting, as it is still
not too late for students to
gather signatures and join
the student senate.
According to Vice
President for Student
Leadership Alyssa Ciasullo, she and President Wyles are set to go around
to first and second-year
classes to promote student government so students can be more aware
of how to get involved and
what it is that the student

government does.
“Hopefully we will have
some new faces in here
soon,” Ciasullo said.
Vice President of Student Government Elizabeth Davis revealed
during her executive report to the senate that
she has reached out to
Darren Ranco, the coordinator of Native American
research on campus, to
schedule a meeting to see
how UMSG can honor
Native American Heritage
Month. Native American
Heritage Month began on
Nov. 1, and is celebrated throughout the entire
month.
Wyles and Davis also
got in contact with the
Vice President for Student Life and Inclusive
Excellence and Dean of
Students Robert Dana to
discuss the lack of transportation in the Orono
area and the issues that
it’s causing to students.
Dana is set to look into
this issue and report back
to them.
Tuesday was also
Election Day for the state
of Maine and the Advisor
to Student Government
Lauri Sidelko touched on
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this matter.
“We are part of a national voter engagement
group
called
NSLV,”
Sidelko said. “We just recently received our results
from last year, this is how
it always … works. We get
our results from last year
one year later, and the
national average for voter
engagement on campus
[was] 66% and we are
happy to announce that
we came in at 72.9%.”
According to Sidelko
these results are about
10% higher than the average voter engagement on
campus since the 2016
presidential election.
Reports from the senate reveal that there are
a lot of great events happening on campus in the
next few weeks.
According to the Representative of the UMaine Army ROTC Matthew
Fishbein, there is going
to be an Army ROTC dining event on Dec. 3 in the
Wells Conference Center
at 7:30 p.m. According
to Fishbein, this event
is meant to promote the
ROTC program.
“If you’re interested in
ROTC it’s a good way to
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basically pay for college
and on top of it if you follow up you could have a
good paying job after college with benefits,” Fishbein said.
Representative to the
Feminist Collective Assocation Megan Keast
reported that they will be
hosting a discussion on
women in climate change
for Maine Recycles Week.
According to reports from
the Portland Press Herald, this is the first time
in more than a decade
that the state of Maine will
be celebrating this event
again. Maine Recycles
Week lasts from Nov. 1519 and residents of Maine
raise public awareness towards waste recycling.
The Feminist Collective discussion is set to
take place on Monday,
Nov. 15, at 1:00 p.m. The
location is still to be determined.
“We are going to be
giving away free succulents so it’s going to be a
lot of fun,” Keast said.
There were two main
resolutions during this
week’s senate meeting,
both allocating funds to
the Student Government
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Inc.
Vice President for Financial Affairs Frank Kelly
presented the resolution
to the senate. The first
resolution proposed an allocation of funds for a new
Sony Alpha a7 III camera
to the student government.
“We are looking at
purchasing a camera
body and the associated
equipment for the director of communications to
use in their efforts to promote student government
activities and other club
community association
and report activities on
campus,” Kelly said.
Senator Delorge questioned what the intended
use of the camera is.
According to Kelly, the
intended use of the camera is to give the Director
of Communications Hope
Bifulco the ability to take
pictures and document
student government activities with high quality
images that can be used
to promote on their website and social media pages.
After a brief period
of debate this resolution
passed.
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There was also a resolution to provide funds
for four Dell Optiplex 7780
computers to the office
of Student Government
Kelly also spoke on this
resolution.
“A lot of our computers are getting out of date
and getting pretty tenable
to use,” Kelly said. Part of
the resolution also asks
for a Dell P2720D with
a dual monitor. “In my
role as a VPFA a huge
part of it is considering
additional funding requests, comparing them
to spreadsheets that have
past funding information,
comparing it to financial
policies and then writing
resolutions and that’s really difficult to do on one
screen.”
Senator Elliot Weeks
also spoke on this resolution.
“This monitor isn’t just
for VP Kelly, it is an investment for anyone who
takes this position in the
future,” Weeks said.
During the period for
debate many senators
expressed their support
for this resolution and it
was ultimately passed by
the senate.
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UMaine hosts third Socialist and Marxist
Studies Series on climate change

Graphic by David Jakacky.

Samantha Sudol
Contributor
On Nov. 4, Cindy
Isenhour, an associate
professor of anthropology and climate
change, gave the presentation for the third
installment of the Socialist and Marxist
Studies Series. Isenhour focused on the
relationship between
climate change and inequality.
Isenhour’s
background in anthropology
and climate change led
her to investigate the
connection
between
inequality and the carbon footprint emitted
on the local and global scale. While people
have been aware of issues related to power,
equity and justice as
it relates to inequality, there has not been
much discussion on
how wealth and social
status play a role in

mitigation while planning climate adaptation programs.
Isenhour elaborated
on the amount of time
developed
nations
have been enabling
their
development
through fossil fuels.
The cost of development has been shared
globally, but the responsibility has been
unequal.
Isenhour shared reports from the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (DESA).
“Available
evidence
indicates that this relationship is characterized by a vicious
cycle, whereby initial
inequality causes the
disadvantaged groups
to suffer disproportionately from the adverse effects of climate
change, resulting in
greater subsequent inequality.”
Paying
attention
to individual wealth,

Isenhour
discussed
how there are many
privileges the wealthy
have regarding climate change that are
not brought to light.
For example, members
of the wealthier class
have the ability to
move or build barriers
to protect their home.
On the other hand,
families that are impoverished have more
barriers to overcome
and a lack of resources to mitigate, flee
the general inability to
protect their home, revise the architecture or
have the ability to deal
with
environmental
consequences at the
most basic level.
Isenhour
further
elaborated about this
inequality. “Those who
contribute the least
greenhouse gases are
the projected group to
be the most impacted
by climate change,” Isenhour said.

Isenhour then introduced the five reasons
affecting
the
question of inequality
and climate change:
high incomes driving
emissions, inequality
enables environmental
degradation, inequality is the root of cost
externalization
and
artificially cheap consumption and inequality results in failures of
climate cooperation.
Isenhour presented
evidence from multiple
sources. “[The] most
reliable predictor of
carbon footprint is income,” Isenhour said,
referencing a 2018
study by Moser and
Kleinhückelkotten.
This means that
even the members of
the wealthier class
who are trying to be
“green” still contribute a large carbon
footprint and are responsible for a disproportionate amount of

emission. To put this
into perspective, Isenhour elaborated how
on average, wealthy
U.S. households emit
12 MT Co2e from driving, which is greater
than the total footprint
for the average poor
household over eight
months.
“What we consume
is very much a part of
what group we want to
belong to,” Isenhour
said. “Satisfaction was
linked to whether or
not they (the households) were making the
same amount as those
in their peer groups.”
Her next slide presented how inequality
drives status competition/consumption,
which
means
that
different class backgrounds compete for a
higher status in society.
This notion is linked to
the idea of belonging,
showcasing how society’s desire to belong

has a stronger bearing than consumption,
as more contentment
was found in lower
consumption and happiness had no link to
household income.
At the end of her
presentation, Isenhour
discussed the idea of
burden-shifting
and
how inequality causes
a failure in contributing to help the climate
crisis.
“At what extent do
you trust that other
people will be compliant, or will they
free ride?” Isenhour
said. “We know we
can’t bring everyone
up where we are, so
we have to meet in
the middle.” Isenhour
ended her talk by describing how collective
action is undermined,
and there must be limitations and leveling.

Professor gives talk on water insecurity
and potential community led solutions
Kathryn Luck
Contributor
The Mitchell Center Sustainability Talks
lecture series strives to
educate the University
of Maine and the surrounding communities
on different areas of
sustainability. On Nov.
1, Kiley Daley, an adjunct professor, discussed his research
on water insecurity,
the negative health impacts it can cause and
different ways of counteracting them.
Water insecurity is
defined as the lack of
access to clean water.
Access to clean water
allows for healthy life
and can be impacted by a wide range
of environmental and
human-based factors:
sociocultural dynamics, economic and en-

vironmental policy and
environments not suitable for pumps. Most
of Daley’s research focuses on water quality
as it applies to water
use at the domestic level, specifically
its impact on human
health and how it can
be improved.
The problems that
are most impactful can
be categorized into two
groups: water quality and water quantity.
Both of these categories can have a negative impact on human
health. Unclean water
can lead to diseases,
while lack of water
can cause growth defects. Water insecurity
can also impact mental health, as a lack of
water can add exorbitant amounts of stress.
Lastly, it can affect the
socioeconomic status

of a community.
Daley also emphasized that water insecurity isn’t just an
issue in low-income
countries like many
people believe; it’s
also a dilemma that
both the United States
and Canada need to
address. About 1.1
million people in the
United States don’t
have access to piped
water, and the people
most affected by this
are disproportionately people of color, Indigenous people and
low-income communities.
Prior to Daley’s research, he spent time
in remote Inuit communities in Arctic Canada and not only got
to know the people
living there, but also
encountered firsthand
the struggle with wa-

ter insecurity these
people faced. There
he discovered the importance of community engagement with
problems like this.
“The
population
that is most impacted
by a problem probably knows a lot about
some ideas to solve it,”
Daley said of the inspiration to continue his
research in a way that
was collaborative and
inclusive of the voices
of those being affected.
The water in these
communities can’t be
sourced from underground wells, so their
water gets transported
in trucks and stored in
portable water storage
tanks. Similarly, wastewater must also be
transported by truck,
so each home is outfitted with a wastewater

storage tank that gets
emptied out and treated at a nearby plant.
Through data collection, he discovered
that more than 50%
of homes had a lack
of water. They recommended an increase
of water delivery in
response, but nothing
came of it until 2020,
when the pandemic required more water for
good hygiene. When
it comes to wastewater, Daley also conducted research on
the minimum standard
of treatment. This was
important because of
the Inuit’s reliance on
the environment and
the health risks if the
areas overlap.
Through more data
collection and health
risk assessment models, they were able to
discover that waste-

water exposure was
a potential factor for
high levels of gastrointestinal illness in two
out of five communities. They theorized
that two solutions were
possible:
increasing
the standard for water
treatment and targeting behavioral standards, like creating
signage to show where
run off is or communicating with the community to find a way to
distance exposure to
sites.
For
more
information on upcoming
Mitchell Center Sustainability Talks, or for
a way to watch this
lecture, visit: https://
umaine.edu/mitchellcenter/seminars/
fall-2021-sustainability-talks/.
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Morgan Talty and Katie Lattari
read at new writing series
Megan Ashe
Contributor
On Nov. 4, 2021,
Morgan Talty and Katie
Lattari read excerpts
from their respective
books as part of the
New Writing Series.
For years, the University of Maine English
department has hosted the New Writing Series featuring different
guest writers sharing
their work with the student body at UMaine.
Students are able to
hear what the writers
are working on or what
they have recently
published with time for
a questions and answers session at the
end.
Steven Evans, the
chair of the English department, introduced
the event. This was the
fourth event in this semester’s New Writing
Series. He gave a special thanks to the students attending as a
part of the Honors 180
class curriculum, and
to the instructor Mimi
Killinger for fostering a
love of writing and other arts in her students.
Due to the class being
in attendance, there
were more people than
usual at the event. Typically, there are about

fifteen people in attendance but there were
about 40 people on
Thursday.
Hollie Adams, a
professor of creative
writing and Canadian
literature at UMaine,
introduced the authors
to the audience. First,
she introduced Katie
Lattari. Adams commended “Dark Things
I Adore,” Lattari’s newest novel. This psychological thriller follows
two separate plots.
One plot focuses on
an art student, Audra,
who lures her art professor up to her camp
in Maine. Audra’s art
professor is harboring
lustful feelings for her,
and it appears that
Audra is aware of his
advances and has designed every moment
of their weekend together. This plot coincides with the story of
an art camp with hidden secrets in northern
Maine set in 1988. Audra holds the link between the two twisted
tales and one character will meet a terrible
end.
This novel has been
met with praise from
various outlets. The
story is captivating and
the prose is beautiful.
Lattari, a UMaine alum-

na, has written another
novel called “American
Vaudeville” and a lot of
short fiction that has
been featured in a variety of books and magazines. “Dark Things I
Adore” is her biggest
hit thus far.
Her book was reviewed in The New
York Times Book Review. “[Dark Things I
Adore] is a testament
to [Lattari’s] careful
and sinewy plotting,
which reveals in chilling detail who gets
to make art, and who
gets subsumed in the
process.” With the
success of this novel,
one can only anticipate
great things from Lattari in the future.
Adams then introduced the next author,
Morgan Talty. Talty is a
member of the Penobscot Indian Nation and
he grew up on the reservation. He has a robust academic career
and received his Bachelor of Arts in Native
American Studies from
Dartmouth College and
his Master of Fine Arts
from the University
of Southern Maine’s
StoneCoast MFA program.
Currently, he is set
to publish a short story
collection called “Night

of the Living Rez” with
Tin House Books. He
is the proud recipient of the 2021 Narrative Prize and has
received a grant from
the Elizabeth George
Foundation. Talty has
published many short
stories in places like
The Georgia Review,
Narrative
Magazine
and LitHub amongst
other publications. Talty teaches at StoneCoast and has recently
joined UMaine to teach
creative writing and
Native American studies.
Before his readings,
Talty emphasized the
importance of November being Native American Heritage Month.
Sadly, due to the overwhelming amount of
trauma that Indigenous
people face, both on
a generational and individual level, Native
Americans are far more
likely to experience
mental health issues.
Talty’s work focuses
on telling the stories
of addiction, skewed
family dynamics and
processing the impact
of trauma on one’s life.
He read a short story called “Burn,” which
will appear in his upcoming
publication.
This story follows a

character named Dee
who lives on a Native
American reservation.
Dee is someone who
has to ride the bus to
attend a methadone
clinic. Usually Dee
rides the bus with his
friend to the clinic, but
on the day the story
takes place the two
didn’t meet up like they
usually would. Instead
Dee finds his friend
frozen in a snowbank
while he is on the way
to purchase marajuana from a friend on
the reservation. His
friend’s hair is caught,
so Dee cuts it so his
friend can be free. He
then goes to finish his
errands, but at the request of his friend rescues the clump of hair
from the snowbank so
that they can burn it.
In their culture it is not
good spiritual practice
to leave the hair in the
snow. The two friends
become
intoxicated
and wait for the hair
to dry out so they can
burn it.
Talty
also
read “Safe Harbor,”
another piece from
his upcoming book.
The story is about a
character named David who goes to visit
his mother in a mental
health facility. There is

some tension between
David and his mother,
but it is diffused with
humor, and Talty takes
his time describing
the setting and side
characters in beautiful
detail. The narrative
is action packed and
there is a surprise at
every corner.
Talty
uses
humor when writing
about difficult topics.
He expressed that he
never goes into a piece
trying to be funny, but
if the moment arises
while writing he tries
to capitalize on it. Talty
said that if a writer can
make someone laugh
they can take them to
the darkest of places,
so he uses humor as a
cushion when discussing traumatic stories if
it feels appropriate.
As the fourth
installment in the 2021
New Writing Series
came to a close there
were opportunities for
a question and answer session with the
authors. People were
given the opportunity
to buy “Dark Things I
Adore” if they wished.
Adams announced that
the next New Writing
Series will be in early
December.

Mainers vote in favor of all three
referendum questions
Maddy Gernhard
News Editor
The results of the
Nov. 2 referendum
election have come in,
and Maine citizens voted in favor of all three
measures
presented
on the ballot.
The first question
regarded the CMP
corridor and future
energy project legislation. Question 1 asked
whether the Maine
legislature should ban
the construction of
the CMP corridor, and
whether in the future
similar energy projects should be passed
only by a two-thirds
majority vote in the
Maine legislature. The

measure passed with
a vote of 59% in favor
of the ban and 41%
against. This means
that construction on
the CMP corridor will
be halted, and any future high-impact electrical transmission line
construction must be
approved by the Maine
legislature.
The second question on the ballot involved passing a $100
million bond for the
sake of constructing
or repairing state infrastructure and transportation. The measure
passed with a majority
vote of 72% in favor
of the bond and only
28% against. Directly
following the results

Tune Into This!

of the election, Maine
Department of Transportation commissioner Bruce Van Note expressed his gratitude
for those who supported the measure’s passing.
“On behalf of the
nearly 1,700 dedicated and hardworking
team members at the
Maine Department of
Transportation, I want
to thank Maine voters
for approving Question
2 today,” Van Note said
in a statement to News
Center Maine. “We are
fortunate that Mainers historically have
shown overwhelming
support for transportation funding, and this
year is no different. We

never take that support for granted. Thank
you.”
Van Note went on
to describe precisely the effect that this
measure will have on
MDOT’s work. With
this $100 million bond,
the total investments
given to the department will be increased
to around $253 million,
making this bond investment over 40% of
MDOT’s budget.
“These dollars are
critical to our mission.
Without these funds,
we simply could not
do our job for the people who live, work and
travel in Maine,” Van
Note said.
Question 3 involved

the ratification of a
state
constitutional
amendment to make it
a right for all Mainers
to grow, raise, harvest,
produce and consume
food of their choosing. The Right to Food
amendment
passed
with a vote of 61% in
favor of its ratification
and 39% against.
The passing of this
amendment is the first
of its kind to be passed
in the United States,
and makes it legal for
Mainers to grow food
and raise livestock in
their backyards. Major concerns which
were raised by opponents to the measure
included animal safety
and welfare, as well as

food safety. Some of
the proponents of the
measure argue that the
amendment’s passing
will help prevent the
complete erasure of
self-sustainability and
small farming.
With all three of
these measures being
approved in the Maine
referendum election of
2021, the CMP corridor has been banned,
MDOT has been approved for increased
funding and Mainers
have earned the right
to grow and consume
their own food and
livestock.

What’s happening this week at UMaine & Beyond

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

On this day in
1836, Milton Bradley
was born in Vienna,
Maine. Bradley is best
known for creating the
board game LIFE and
he lends his name to
the popular board
game company Milton
Bradley. The company is famous for creating classic games
such as Candyland,
Twister and Chutes &
Ladders.

Yvon
Chouinard,
the founder of the
company Patagonia,
was born in Lewiston,
Maine on this day in
1938. Chouinard is
an avid outdoorsman
and environmentalist
who launched the organization 1% For the
Planet in 2002. To be
a part of the organization, members must
pledge 1% of their
company’s funds toward environmental
protection. Chouinard
set the precedent with
his company, and the
organization now has
more than 1200 members globally.

Netflix is releasing
a film titled “Passing”
today which stars
Tessa Thompson and
Ruth Negga. The film
is set in 1920’s America and follows the
story of two Black
women
who
are
“white-passing.” The
movie follows both
women as they navigate the complex racial politics of the era
from different sides of
the color line.

Thursday
The Center for Student Involvement is
hosting Brown Bag
Mingo in the North
Pod of the Memorial
Union at 8 p.m. Grab
some friends and get
ready for a night full of
fun prizes.

Friday
Today is the release
date of the film “Belfast” which is written
and directed by Kenneth Branagh. The
film is shot in black
and white and follows
the story of a young
boy as he navigates
the tumults of 1960’s
Belfast.
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Looks can be deceiving: Unmasking
alcohol abuse in college

Graphic by David Jakacky

Emma Vannorsdall
Opinion Editor
There’s a popular
saying among college
students: You can’t be
an alcoholic until you
graduate. The truth is—
you can be, and many
college students are.
Unfortunately, this issue is often dismissed
with the attitude that
college is the best four
years of your life. Substance abuse is glorified on social media,
normalized in everyday
settings and present at
nearly all off-campus
social events. Just because it’s everywhere
doesn’t mean it’s not
problematic.
“Responses
from
more than 10,000 fulltime students at 119
four-year colleges indicated that 44% of
survey
participants
were binge drinkers,”
a Wall Street Journal
staff reporter stated
in reference to a Harvard study on college
alcohol consumption.
Nearly half of students

drinking
excessively
is extremely alarming,
especially
considering the serious implications for both the
physical and mental
health of students, as
well as their academic
performance.
Binge drinking, as
defined by the National Institute of Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism
is “a pattern of drinking alcohol that brings
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) to a
0.08%—or 0.08 grams
of alcohol per deciliter—or higher.” This
is consuming approximately 4 to 5 drinks,
depending on the person’s sex and body
mass, every two hours.
Alcohol abuse and
binge drinking can
lead to health and
safety risks, including
drunk-driving, injuries,
liver damage and increased risk of sexual assault. Academic performance and
mental health are also
seriously
impacted
by substance abuse.

“About one in four
college students report experiencing academic difficulties from
drinking, such as missing class or getting behind on school work,”
the NIAAA reported. As
well, excessive drinking is associated with
higher Beck Depression Inventory scores,
and many students
are already at risk of
depression due to the
immense stress and
workload of college.
The risk alcohol
abuse poses to college students seems
so apparent, and yet it
hides in plain sight on
social media. The coverage generally starts
on “Thirsty Thursday,”
the first night of binge
drinking. This is followed by the “Friday
Beers” memes that are
reposted en masse to
get peers excited for
the celebratory endof-week drinking. The
weekend is then filled
with one Snapchat
and Instagram story
after another of alco-

hol-filled social events.
From candid boomerangs of IPAs to drunk
selfies at college parties, the covert alcohol
imagery
contributes
to the normalization
of college substance
abuse. These images
are so common that it
is somewhat difficult to
differentiate between
healthy consumption
and borderline alcoholism.
In 2016, this problem was highlighted by
a social experiment in
which an ad company
created a fake Parisian instagram user,
“Louise Delage.” All of
her posts portrayed a
beautiful 25-year-old
living a fun and social
life. However, each
one of her 150 photos
contained alcohol. She
amassed over 50,000
followers, but none of
them commented on
her page’s excessive
alcohol related imagery.
“The ad agency
BETC created Louise
for its client, Addict

Aide, to put a spotlight
on how easily you can
look past a friend or
loved one’s alcoholism. After all, Louise
looks like she’s having
a great time, but when
you zoom out, you notice there’s alcohol in
every single picture,”
Cosmopolitan reported. This social experiment exposes the unfortunate reality that
most substance abuse
in college goes unseen
and that a reality check
is needed for students
in order to address this
issue.
While some concerning behaviors remain hidden amongst
instagram posts, others are broadcasted
quite openly. In fact,
there is an entire app
dedicated to posting
alcohol consumption.
Beer Buddy, as suggested by its slogan
“Drink with me!” is a
social media platform
that allows users to
post photo updates
of their drinking. It
shows the user’s lo-

cation and ultimately
serves to encourage
peers to drink with one
another. Students can
share emojis to represent how much they’re
drinking, contributing
to the lighthearted,
almost comedic tone
which essentially glorifies alcoholism.
Excessive alcohol
consumption has become a normalized
aspect of the college
experience. The transformative years spent
in college give students the opportunity
to interact with their
peers, but the constant
presence of alcohol in
social settings can
lead to dangerous addictions that can negatively impact student’s
health and academic
performance. Students
need to challenge this
unhealthy culture and
acknowledge how social media contributes
to the glorification of
substance abuse in
college.

Climate scapegoats: Shifting the
blame from consumers to industry
Lauren Andrews
Contributor
In recent years, local governments have
enacted laws regulating consumer products
in an effort to reduce
our dependence on
petroleum
products.
The movement began by targeting small
items that could have
easy
replacements,
such as plastic straws
and grocery bags. The
plastic straw ban coincided with the rise
of reusable metal and
bamboo straws, which
help reduce daily plastic waste. In Maine,
the plastic bag ban in
July 2021 implement-

ed the use of reusable
bags constructed from
brown paper, cloth and
insulating material.
Despite the controversy of these laws,
the largest benefit of
them is the push for
awareness about how
plastic pollution affects local ecological
systems. By far, the
most vulnerable ecosystem to plastic contamination are marine
environments,
with
coastal
ecosystems
less than 50 kilometers
from shore the most at
risk. A study conducted by the American
Chemical Society cites
that nearly 700 marine
species are directly im-

pacted in some way by
plastic contamination
in their environment,
either by eating plastic bits after confusing
them for food, or becoming entangled in
loose-flowing plastics
that can cause serious
injury.
A recently passed
California law took an
even bolder step by
banning small gasoline
engines, which power small equipment
like lawn mowers and
ATVs. Again, this regulation places the burden of blame on the
backs of average consumers when in reality
the foundation of this
law should target gas

companies.
For one, the average
consumer will generate
significantly less emissions over the course
of a year from occasionally mowing their
lawn or riding around
on an ATV than they
will by driving a gasoline-powered car. Even
in terms of emission
generation, cars are
vastly overshadowed
by the pollution that
is created by a small
handful of industries
and companies.
These kinds of regulations, despite their
eco-forward
attitude
on paper, only serve to
pin most of the blame
on the average con-

sumer and their daily
activities for contributing to environmental
harm. In reality, the
greatest threat looms
from large industries,
but this truth is often
kept hidden away in
the shadows of public
discourse.
In the end, these
measures are only
targeting the surface
of the problem, attempting to mitigate
the symptoms of climate change without
treating the root of the
issue. One aspect of
meaningful,
impactful change will come
from within industries,
from upcoming generations of innovators

who will be able to redefine various industrial processes to reduce
excessive or harmful
byproducts. For consumers, education will
be the most effective
tool for environmental
protection, as it’s important to learn about
where emissions are
generated, how plastics degrade and other potential ecological harms. Far more
change will come from
these routes rather
than imposing regulations not entirely
based in reality.
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We need to create space for overlooked majors

Graphic by David Jakacky.

Leela Stockley
Editor in Chief
Most
universities and colleges are
known for a particular program or department, advertising
that students in these
programs thrive and
are provided superior
resources, professors
and courses in order
to do so. This also
usually indicates that
there is a significant
monetary investment
in these programs to
make them run as well
as they do.
The University of
Maine’s top majors
include business, engineering and computer science. UMaine
was ranked in the U.S.
News & World Report’s
Best
Undergraduate
Business
Programs

(#166), Best Undergraduate
Computer
Science
Programs
(#154) and Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs (#147),
according to UMaine
News.
UMaine has nearly 100 majors on their
campus, but only a
select few receive the
proper funding and
resources
that
allow those students to
thrive.
The remaining programs and their students seem to be shuffled into the mix, hidden
behind the shadow of
highly ranked majors
that give universities
a good look because
they were given the
right resources to do
so.
If students are given the right resources,

with professors that
are willing to teach and
assist and courses that
challenge them, there
is no reason why they
shouldn’t succeed. But
if they feel forgotten
and unsupported, they
may be more likely to
change their major or
even drop out.
Lisa
Howard,
a
fourth-year social work
and psychology student, has felt frustrated by the social work
department at UMaine
for most of her college
career.
“Social work seems
to be forgotten by the
school and it makes it
really hard to pay my
tuition and want to
come here when I’m
shoved in a trailer that
is so cold in the winter
I have to keep my winter coat on,” Howard

said.
Howard went on to
talk about how the social work department
wasn’t indicated on
UMaine’s map.
“I needed to find
the social work building and turned to our
campus map all [firstyears] were handed
when we first arrived
on campus. [I] stared
at the map for a good
few minutes before [I]
realized that it was not
on the map,” Howard
said. “Within social
work we have two trailers and it’s called the
social work building.
They are not shown
off on campus, which
honestly if we are trying to get more students to join we should
not want to show
that off. We have two
classrooms total for

all of our social work
classes, and I have
only been able to be
in them a couple times
my whole career.”
It’s hard to hear that
students do not feel
supported or have a
proper building to take
their courses in. If students do not feel financially supported by
their own departments
and universities, then
many students like
Howard will wonder
why they are at UMaine.
“I think if UMaine
just took a moment to
look at the smaller majors on their campus
they would be able to
see that we do not get
the same experience at
UMaine as the bigger
majors do,” Howard
said.
Paige McHatten, a

second-year journalism and English student explained her
experience so far at
UMaine.
“Overall, I think the
university does support the college of liberal arts and sciences
but not as much as
they support other programs, like engineering,” McHatten said.
Everyone deserves
the
opportunity
to
learn and succeed,
especially if students
are paying their universities to help them
do so. Universities and
colleges across the
country need to ensure
they provide everything a student needs
to thrive in their major,
regardless of its reputation or prestige.

Horoscopes 11.8 to 11.14
Rebekah Sands
Editor in Chief
Aries (March 21 –
April 20)
You might start to
feel some clarity when
it comes to achieving
your goals on Monday when Pallas stations direct. Don’t shy
away from getting out
of your comfort zone,
but set realistic goals.
Utilize your intuition,
set your focus and be
accountable as Juno
enters Capricorn at the
end of the week.
Taurus (April 21 –
May 20)
Stay in tune with
your group of friends
this week. Listen to
your gut—is everyone
on the same page? A
theme that may come
up for you as Juno enters Capricorn is personal
responsibility.
How do you approach
boundaries and remain
firm in your beliefs?
Gemini (May 21 –
June 22)
Now is the time to
get your career prospects in order. Pallas
will give you an intuitive perception while
you strategically tackle
your long-term goals
on Monday. At the end
of the week, you may
find yourself getting
your finances in order,

piggybacking off your
forward
momentum
from Monday.
Cancer (June 23 –
July 21)
You may finally have
a long-awaited breakthrough in your sector
of higher education.
Use this energy to solidify and foster your
academic
relationships—network!

Maine
Campus
Horoscopes

Leo (July 22 – Aug.
23)
On Monday, use the
next few days to dig
deep and determine
what you’d like to emotionally hold space for.
What are some items
that foster a healthy
well of creativity? Develop a relationship
with cultivating your
personal health.
Virgo (Aug.
Sept. 23)

24

–

This may be a good
week for messages you
send to come across
well. Channeling Pallas’ energy of wisdom,
power
and
clarity,
lean into working with
deeper meanings within your relationships
and connecting with
your inner child by the
end of the week.
Libra (Sept. 24 –
Oct. 23)
The

universe

is

Graphic by Logan Swift.
helping you get organized this week. Use
this energy to focus on
solidifying your health
and mental wellbeing,
and to set some foundations.
Scorpio (Oct. 24 –
Nov. 22)
The next few days
are perfect for letting your creativity
flow as Pallas goes
direct. You’ll be able
to dig deep into your
subconscious and let
your dreams float to
the surface. Set the
tone and use authentic

communication as you
connect with yourself
deeper this week.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23
– Dec. 21)
You may draw upon
your roots as you tackle new challenges this
week,
Sagittarius.
Connect your dreams
with reality, and prioritize stability and routine.
Capricorn (Dec. 22
– Jan. 20)
Juno enters your
sign at the end of this

week. How do you
perceive your relationships with others
and who supports you
best? On Monday, set
yourself up for success
by connecting with
your creative pursuits
and identify who best
cultivates your energy.
Aquarius (Jan. 21 –
Feb. 19)
You may find your
spark within your work
life this week, Aquarius. Are you working
on a project that needs
a new perspective? If
you’ve been avoiding

commitment to a new
idea, buckle down on
Sunday.
Pisces (Feb. 20 –
March 20)
Pallas stations direct in your sign on
Monday. Prepare to let
your creativity flow and
get into your groove.
As Juno moves into
Capricorn on Sunday,
take stock of your
boundaries with your
friends. Are you giving
too much?
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UMaine’s School of Performing Arts holds
second Jazz Night of the semester

Photos by Brinley Martell.
Meaghan Bellavance

Culture Editor

On Nov. 4 at 7:30
p.m., the University of
Maine’s School of Performing Arts Division of
Music held their second Jazz Night of the
semester in the Minsky
Recital Hall. The performance was led by
directors Mike Bennett
and Scott Cleveland. It
was open to the public
for free, as well as live
streamed on the Jazz
Studies at UMaine
Facebook page.
The
performance
featured four ensembles and each played
three different jazz
songs. Featured instruments included the
tenor and alto saxophone, piano, drums,
trumpet, guitar and
various bass instruments.
Cleveland graduated from Berklee College of Music with a

bachelor’s in music.
He holds a master’s
degree in music with a
concentration in composition from the University of Massachusetts-Lowell as well.
He coached two of the
ensembles that performed at Jazz Night,
and he even performed
himself on piano in the
third ensemble.
“The thing I find
most satisfying is the
gelling of the ensemble,” Cleveland said.
“It’s kind of like an
organic unit the way
it blends, mixes and
forms its own kind of
identity.”
First-year UMaine
student Isaac Atkinson
performed in the fourth
ensemble
directed
by Cleveland on Jazz
Night.
“I’m doing Jazz
Night simply because
I like to play jazz,” Atkinson said. “It’s a very
fulfilling
experience.

There’s nothing quite
like a band where you
really gel with the other musicians, and I feel
that sort of musical
connection in the jazz
bands I’m in. Scott is
a great coach. He’s
very supportive and
encouraging. He’s a lot
more hands-on than
other combo instructors from what I’ve noticed.”
Despite being a
wildlife ecology student, music has always
been part of Atkinson’s
life.
“I am a musician,
although my major is
wildlife ecology,” Atkinson said. “I’ve been
a musician for most of
my life, and it’s a quintessential part of my
identity. I also like astronomy, physics and
math.”
Another
student
who performed in the
third ensemble directed by Cleveland was

second-year UMaine
student Dana Reynolds.
Reynolds
is
studying music education and vocal performance with a vocal
focus. She hopes the
audience takes away a
feel for the music and
just overall enjoyment
from the music that is
created.
“The number one
word that comes to
mind is groove,” Reynolds said. “Life so often is a rat race, and
that’s why jazz is so
awesome because it
kind of takes you back
to a zen, homeostasis groove, and that’s
what I hope the audience takes away from
this experience.”
This experience was
new for Reynolds, and
one she will cherish
from here on out.
“This is my first time
doing a jazz combo, so
this is putting my foot
into the world of jazz,”

Reynolds said. “It’s
so cool because jazz
combos in general are
much more of a laid
back, artistic way of
doing music, whereas
other large group ensembles can be more
restricting creatively.
This was just a time
to do our thing and
spread our wings.”
Cleveland enjoyed
working with Atkinson
and Reynolds, along
with all his other students. Each student
had different levels
of talent and learning
styles, allowing for a
mix of different sounds
to be created.
“What’s been a joy
about working with
Isaac [Atkinson] is
that he’s an advanced
student already so I
can fine tune what he
does and he responds
well to instruction,”
Cleveland said. “With
Dana [Reynolds], she’s
a singer and trumpet

player who’s never
really played jazz on
trumpet. What’s great
about her, though, is
that she’s a really hard
worker and a very eager learner who’s very
teachable.”
Cleveland
hopes
the audience will discover a new kind of art
form and artistic excellence that they haven’t
experienced before.
“When you come
to hear authentic jazz,
you’re always going to
hear something new
and it’s never exactly
the same,” Cleveland
said.
The third and final
Jazz Night of the semester will be held on
Dec. 1 in the Minsky
Recital Hall at 7:30
p.m. For more information about the School
of Performing Arts and
all of their upcoming
events, visit https://
umaine.edu/spa/.

National Holidays: Nov. 8 through Nov. 12
Meaghan Bellavance

Culture Editor

Monday:
National
Cappuccino Day
Colder weather is
upon us, bringing back
the demand for warm
winter beverages. Before you make your
trek to class or work
this morning, get warm
by stopping by your
favorite coffee shop
for a toasty, rich cappuccino. Or, if you’re
feeling like a bold New
Englander, try an iced
cappuccino. Just don’t
forget your gloves! A
cappuccino consists
of
double
espresso, steamed milk and
foam. Support local
businesses such as
Nest, Aroma Joe’s or
The Store Ampersand
when buying your cappuccino today. You can
be creative by making
your own at home, too!

Nov. 8 is also National Parents as Teachers
Day and International
Tongue Twister Day.
Tuesday: Go to an
Art Museum Day
Today is Go to an
Art Museum Day. This
holiday is perfect for
those living in the
Greater Bangor Region, an area with a
heavy appreciation for
the arts. Head over
to the University of
Maine’s Zillman Art
Museum on Harlow
Street in Bangor. Currently, the museum
features exhibitions by
artists Sidney Russell,
Roman Franc, Emily
Eveleth, Amy Stein,
Shona Macdonald and
Anne Arnold. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Another great museum to
visit is UMaine’s Lord
Hall Gallery in Orono.

Their next exhibition
is called “Overture,” a
senior capstone project. It will be available
for viewing on Nov.
19 until Jan. 28. The
Lord Hall Gallery is
open from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through
Friday. Nov. 9 is also
World Freedom Day
and National Fried
Chicken
Sandwich
Day.
Wednesday: National Vanilla Cupcake Day
Celebrate
your
sweet tooth today with
vanilla cupcakes! According to nationaltoday.com, cupcakes
dated back to as early
as the late 18th century. This simple yet delicious dessert is perfect
for small get-togethers, large gatherings or
even just for yourself.
Gather your friends
and family together
today and have a fun

bake-off! See who is
the most creative when
decorating your vanilla cupcakes. If your
schedule is tight today,
grab some at the store
and treat yourself with
a yummy cupcake at
the end of a hard day
of work. Nov. 10 is also
Forget Me Not Day, International Accounting
Day, Sesame Street
Day and World Science
Day for Peace and Development.
Thursday: Veterans
Day
Take some time out
of your busy schedule
to honor and appreciate why we celebrate
Veterans Day each
year. According to nationaltoday.com, Veterans Day is a holiday
honoring the people
who have served in
the U.S. armed forces.
This day is celebrated on Nov. 11, which

is the anniversary of
the end of World War
I. Take time today to
appreciate those who
have served our country, those who still
serve and those who
have lost their lives
serving our country.
Be sure to thank your
friends and family who
were or are in the service. Nov. 11 is also
Singles Day, Remembrance Day, National
Education Day and National Origami Day.
Friday:
National
Happy Hour Day
Wind down from this
week with your friends
by heading over to
your favorite restaurant during happy hour.
Many restaurants offer
specials and reduced
prices during happy
hour, but not all places
have their happy hours
at the same time, so
be sure to call ahead

first and make sure
you’re there at the correct time. Applebee’s
in Bangor is a great
place to enjoy happy
hour with friends. They
hold their happy hours
from 3-6 p.m. Monday
through Friday and
9 p.m. to close every day. During these
hours, they offer halfprice on select appetizers and discounts on
select drinks. Nov. 12
is also National French
Dip Day and Chicken
Soup for the Soul Day.
All holidays were
found on nationaltoday.com. Be sure to
keep up to date with
our regularly featured
holidays featured both
on our Instagram @
themainecampus and
our website.
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#YouMaine: Fourth-year student explores
career possibilities and opportunities for growth
Aidan Leavitt
Contributor
For fourth-year University of Maine student Jacob Wall, the
last few years have
proven to be a period
of pronounced personal growth. Wall hails
from Lisbon, Maine
and is an avid skier,
seasoned
musician,
outdoorsman and a
communications major
at UMaine. The university has afforded him
some unique opportunities and allowed him
to set some ambitious
goals.
UMaine has offered
Wall a variety of opportunities in his field,
many of which he’s utilized to great extent,
yielding some interesting jobs and side-gigs.
It all started with getting involved in his own
department.
“I’ve become a bit
of a regular and established a great relationship with a lot of
professors in the communications
department, which has led
to a number of projects within the department,” Wall said.
Some of the projects
he’s worked on include
Northern Light Health
Care,
the
National
Park Service (NPS) in
Acadia National Park
and even working for

Downeast Magazine’s
editor-in-chief
Brian
Kevin, who supervised
some PR work Wall
worked on.
“It’s
been
great
being able to put my
skills to use for local
businesses,” Wall said.
While working for
the NPS, Wall used
the skills he learned at
UMaine such as practicing effective messaging, a method used
in the creation of an
infographic designed
to bring attention to
wildfire prevention and
awareness. The job
with NPS is something
Wall took to heart.
“I’d really like to
work in the department
of environmental communications, advocating for nature using my
voice to protect and
preserve the land,”
Wall said.
Despite his achievements, college was
never a given for Wall,
who is a first-generation college student. It
was a difficult process
trying to figure out
how to navigate all the
problems that present
themselves upon first
arrival to campus.
“[My first] year I
wasn’t as outgoing as
far as utilizing all of the
facilities at the university, but as my college
career developed I
learned that there were

all these resources
at my disposal,” Wall
said.
Wall selected the
campus due to its
proximity to his hometown, financial viability
and robust communications department.
As to his choice regarding his major, Wall
has always been a
personable character,
something that works
well in the field of communications.
“I got some very
wise advice one day,
don’t do what you love,
do what you’re good
at, and if you’re good
at that you’ll learn to
love it,” Wall said.
At first glance it
might appear that Wall
is arguing against doing what you love, but
for Wall that’s not the
case.
“I’ve always been
a very social person,”
Wall said. “I love fostering
relationships
with new people and
expanding my social
horizons. It’s something I felt I was really
good at and I wanted to
play to my strengths.”
The “doing what you
love” mentality is evident in other areas of
Wall’s life as he’s participated in club sports
like floor hockey, softball and table tennis
every year he’s been
at UMaine. Wall is also

Photo provided by Jacob Wall.
deeply ingrained in the
local music scene.
“It feels really good
to be part of such a
great music scene that
I myself have seen develop over the past
four years,” Wall said.
He has played a role
in this revival too, as
he’s the bassist in a local band called Skyline
Drive. The band has
been met with much
success, and has held
a series of live shows
since the onset of the
fall semester.
When it comes to
what
he’s
enjoyed
most, the answer is

easy.
“It’s the connections I’ve made along
the way,” Wall said.
“I’ve met so many interesting people. So
many fascinating, intelligent people.”
UMaine has been
an environment that
has provided Wall with
a formative experience
in terms of academic
and professional development.
“This type of intellectual stimulation I
haven’t been able to
find anywhere else,”
Wall said. “It’s really great to be able to

go to a university and
be around people that
have the same motivation to better themselves that I do.”
All it took was going to college to realize
those people and that
community was out
there. For Wall, it’s all
about how he chose to
use the college experience.
“The more I put myself out there, the more
people I talk to, the
more opportunities I
give myself, the more
fulfilling this experience becomes,” Wall
said.

New release ‘Dune’ resonates with the public

Photo via rogerebert.com.

Leela Stockley
Editor in Chief
4.5/5 Stars
The new silver screen
adaptation of Frank Herbert’s 1965 sci-fi epic
“Dune” has finally been
released in theaters and
for television screens to
much success. The star
studded affair features
performances from Timothee Chalamet, Josh
Brolin, Oscar Isaac, Jason Momoa, Dave Bautista and Zendaya.
The production is
helmed by acclaimed
director Denis Villanueve, and like his previous projects, this latest
outing is cinema gold.
Villanueve’s take on
“Dune” has been several years in the making.
Originally slated for release in 2020, the film
suffered lengthy delays
due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Despite it having
been given a rather odd,
stunted release via traditional box office and
HBO Max same-day
streaming, the film has

accrued a formidable
$300 million dollars domestically and abroad.
The movie centers
around a young Paul
Atriedes, played by
Chalamet, who is the
heir to the throne of one
of the most powerful galactic dynasties space
has known. Atreides’
father, the stoic Duke
Leto, portrayed by Oscar Isaac, is tasked by
the Emperor of the universe to take over critical mining operations
on the dreaded desert
planet Arrakis. The goal
of these operations is to
acquire spice, the drug
on which the machinations of the universe
depend. This is both a
gift and a curse for the
Atreides house. “He
who controls the spice,
controls the universe,”
said the vile Baron Harkonen, the mortal enemy of house Atreides,
who upon being forced
to leave the desert planet has left many a trap in
his wake.
The movie nimbly
navigates the complex

relationships,
political
plots, mysticism and
exhilarating action sequences with a surprising grace. Chalamet’s
performance as Atriedes
can feel a bit strained at
times, but it’s never so
bad as to elicit unnecessary laughter. Despite
the leading man’s inability to truly convince, he
avoids the pitfall of pulling the audience out of
the experience.
The supporting cast,
on the other hand, do
an amazing job. Notable
mentions are Momoa’s
portrayal of the gregarious Duncan Idaho, best
friend to Paul, as well
as a Isacc’s portrayal
of Leto. A real standout
performance presents
itself later in the film
with the smaller role of
Jamis, a feisty Fremen
native to Arrakis, played
by Babs Olusanmokur.
There isn’t much
to talk about when it
comes to the film’s villains. Dave Bautista and
Stellan Skarsgard do
a good job of playing
henchman and master

Baron, respectively, but
their scenes are limited
and the audience never fully grasps the full
scope of their vile complexion.
The film does an
outstanding job when it
comes to sound design,
employing the legendary
Hans Zimmer who created some of the most
simultaneously guttural and beautiful alien
sounds he could for the
film.
The film is shot on
digital and the colors
pop, despite the desert palette. The shooting locations, such as
Jordan, Abu Dhabi and
Budapest for the desert
scenes and Norway for
the Atreides homeworld,
showcase
gorgeous
landscapes with striking
geological features. In
terms of technicals, Villanueve doesn’t rely too
heavily on CGI which
is refreshing, although
there is a particular
dream sequence wherein it looks terrible.
The
worldbuilding
done within the scope of

the film feels a little lacking, but Villanueve has
left that open-ended. It’s
possible with the second movie in the “Dune”
franchise being greenlit, audiences could see
more of the detail-oriented storytelling Frank
Herbert’s original novel
is known for.
The world of “Dune”
was originally created
back in 1965 by science fiction writer Frank
Herbert. The success of
his book, whose impact
on sci-fi is comparable to Tolkien’s “Lord
of the Rings” trilogy,
has had a lasting impact on both readers
and theater audiences. The last celluloid
rendition of Herbert’s
“Dune” was released
back in 1984, and is an
abject failure despite its
many quirks and potent
source material. Flashy
eighties action movie
pomp, a droning guitar soundtrack and all
around bad acting drag
the David Lynch piece
mercilessly through the
scorching sands of Ar-

rakis.
Perhaps seeing how
bad things can get is
what has made the
“Dune” 2021 release
that much sweeter.
Sure, it suffers from a
rather flat Chalamet performance, but few other
flaws present themselves. The supporting cast give top notch
performances. The set
pieces, locations, wardrobe, lore and sound design all create an immersive foreign world that
beckons to be explored
in the series’ next iteration. “Dune” this time
around has got it right,
thank you Muad’Dib.
You can find the
Maine Campus’ film
review of Frank Herbert’s 1984 “Dune”
at
https://mainecampus.com/2020/09/
preparing-for-an-upcoming-december-adaptation-frank-herberts1984-dune-calls-for-amodern-refresh/.
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Maine hockey still in search of first win
after getting swept by Connecticut

Photo by Olivia Schanck.

Patrick Silvia
Sports Editor
After
two
hard
fought games this past
weekend, the University of Maine men’s
hockey team still has
yet to win a game.
From the eye test they
are far from being
pushovers, but their
0-7-1 record would tell
you otherwise.
The University
of Connecticut traveled up to Orono for a
two-game series and
they walked out with
two wins. Neither win
came easy for the Huskies, as both games
were tied going into
the later parts of the
third period. Sadly for
the Black Bears, it was
UConn that was able
to find the winning goal
that UMaine so desperately craved in both
contests.
U M a i n e
opened the scoring in
the first game when
third-year
defender
Adrien Bisson beat
fifth-year UConn goalie Darion Hanson in the
later part of the first
period. This goal put
UMaine up 1-0 after
the first, and it ended
up being the only time
UMaine led during the
entirety of the weekend.
UConn’s
forward
core is loaded with talent, with six of UConn’s top nine forwards
having already been
drafted into the NHL.
One of these players is
third-year forward Vladislav Firstov. The Russian showed why the
Minnesota Wild spent
a second round pick
on him in 2019 when

Firstov’s slapshot from
the blueline found the
back of the net on a
powerplay early in the
second period.
Another NHL drafted player on UConn is
second-year forward
Ryan Tverberg. The
Toronto Maple Leafs
prospect has been on
a hot streak to start off
the season, and that
continued. First-year
UConn forward Chase
Bradly, who is a Detroit Red Wings prospect, found Tverberg
on a cross crease pass
eleven minutes into the
second period to give
UConn their first lead
of the weekend 2-1.
UMaine may not
have the high end talent that UConn does,
but they play with a
lot of heart and resilience. With under
three minutes left in
the second period,
first-year defenseman
David Breazeale fired a
pass through the slot,
and it ended up finding fourth-year forward
Grant Hebert who put
the puck past Hanson.
The goal tied the game
2-2.
UConn immediately
took back the lead 30
seconds later. UMaine was attempting to
transition the puck out
of their defensive zone,
and as soon as they got
it out Firstov stripped
fifth-year defenseman
Cameron Spicer of the
puck. This created a
three-on-one against
UMaine third-year defender Adrien Bisson
who slipped making it
a three-on-none. Firstov fired a pass across
to second-year forward Artem Shlaine.

Shlaine’s attempt was
stopped, but Tverberg put the rebound
past third-year UMaine
goalie Matthew Thiessen to put UConn up
3-2 heading into the
third.
UMaine
miraculously scored just six
seconds into the third
period.
Fourth-year
defender Jakub Sirota
received the puck off
the opening faceoff
and fired a shot from
mid-ice, and to everyone in the building’s
surprise it went in.
Hanson was caught
off guard by the shot
and did not react to it
in time. With almost
the whole third period
to play, the game was
tied 3-3.
Second-year UMaine forward Donovan
Houle just over halfway through the period drove hard to the
net on a power move.
Houle made contact
with Hanson and this
sent Houle to the penalty box on a goaltender interference call.
It took UConn 12 seconds on the powerplay
to take back the lead.
The faceoff following the penalty was
won by UConn and
Tverberg sent the puck
down to big six-footfive-inch
fourth-year
forward Jachym Kondelik. Kondelik made
a nifty net front move
and put the puck past
Thiessen to put UConn
up 4-3. UConn closed
out the game and secured the victory at
that score.
Night
two
saw
UMaine head coach
Ben Barr make several changes to his

lines. Most notably he
brought Houle up from
the fourth line to the
first and moved fourthyear forward Adam
Dawe to the second
line down from the
first. Another change
for UMaine was in the
net, as backstopping
the Black Bears on
Saturday was second-year goalie Victor
Ostman.
UConn
took
the first lead of the
game in the late stages of the first period.
With time expiring on
a UConn powerplay,
Tverberg fooled the
UMaine defense with
a fake shot, exposing the defense and
creating enough of an
opening for Tverberg
to rifle one past Ostman. It was Tverberg’s
third goal of the weekend and seventh of the
season.
The start of
the second period was
wild. Just over four
minutes into the period the score went from
1-0 UConn to all tied
up at 2-2. Houle had
a big game on Saturday night, proving Barr
right on his move of
Houle to the first line.
First, Houle opened
the scoring for UMaine
by finishing a UMaine
breakout, sniping one
top shelf past Hanson
for his first goal of the
season.
Sadly, similar
to in the first game this
weekend, UConn was
able to respond to a
UMaine equalizer by
taking back the lead
just two minutes later.
Third-year defenseman Harrison Rees beat
Ostman after a nice

setup from down low
by fourth-year forward
Marc Gatcomb, putting
UConn back up 2-1.
Houle
was
thriving in his first line
role, and again he appeared on the scoresheet. Fifth-year forward Keenan Suthers
arguably has been
UMaine’s best player this season and his
net drive opened up a
passing lane for second-year forward John
Mulera to find Houle
driving the net, and
Houle scored on his
backhand past Hanson, tying the game
back up at 2-2 just 30
seconds after UConn
had scored.
The third period had a rapid pace
and it was anyone’s
game to win. Despite
the pace, both Hanson and Ostman denied some high quality
chances to keep the
game level after three
periods. The game
needed overtime to
decide a winner.
Rees
struck
again for UConn in
overtime.
Gatcomb
took a shot from the
top of the zone that
created a juicy rebound which Rees
picked up and put
home for the UConn
win. It was a tough end
to an otherwise great
night for Ostman. The
final score was 3-2, in
favor of the Huskies.
“That one hurt, that
was a tough one,”
Coach Barr said after Saturday’s loss.
“That’s what we are,
we didn’t deserve to
win the game because
we couldn’t execute
for the full 65 minutes

tonight.”
After eight games,
UMaine is still winless
and are already in a 0-4
hole in Hockey East
play. The team feels almost snake-bitten, as
they have gotten close
to winning on multiple
occasions and have
now lost their last three
games by one goal.
“We seem to find
ways to lose, and
hopefully we’ll find that
first one and we’ll get
a little bit of a feeling
for it,” Coach Barr said
looking forward. “It
doesn’t come easier,
every game is hard in
our league.”
Houle and Suthers
were UMaines’ most
productive
players
this weekend. Suthers
had four assists this
weekend, two in each
game.
Suthers
is
now tied with Dawe
for a team high of six
points. Houle scored
his first two goals of
the season and was
dangerous anytime he
was around the puck
on Saturday. Hopefully he can build on this
breakout performance.
UMaine
will
look to get their first
win at home next weekend when Merrimack
comes to town for a
two-game series. The
games will be played
on Friday at 7:30 p.m.
and Saturday at 5:00
p.m. Merrimack has a
4-6 record and most
recently split a twogame series against
Boston College this
past weekend.
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Penalties and turnovers doom the
Black Bears on senior day

Dalton Bartlett
Contributor
On Saturday, Nov.
6, 2021, the Stony
Brook Seawolves and
the University of Maine
Black Bears faced off.
The Black Bears entered the game with a
record of 4-4 coming
off of a 45-24 victory
against Rhode Island
and they were looking to extend their win
streak of three to four.
The Seawolves entered
the game on a two
game win streak coming off of a 27-14 victory against Richmond.
Coming into this
game, the Black Bears
were without one of
their best wide receivers, fifth-year Andre
Miller, who was out
with a hamstring injury.
Third-year
Joe
Fagnano, the team’s
starting quarterback,
returned this week after suffering a high ankle sprain in week two
against James Madison. He did not play at
all on Saturday and it is
unknown if he will play
again this year.
On the Seawolves’
first drive, third-year
kicker Angelo Guglielmello was able to
make a 38-yard field
goal after the team
successfully
moved
the ball down the
field, all thanks to their
sixth-year quarterback
Tyquell Fields making
plays with both his arm
and legs.
After holding the
Black Bears to a punt,
the Seawolves got
fantastic field position at the 45-yard

line and Guglielmello once again kicked
a field goal, this time
from 37-yards out. The
play was possible after
Fields made a completion to fifth-year wide
receiver Khalil Newton
that set up the field
goal. The kick gave the
Seawolves a 6-0 lead.
On
the
Black
Bears’ next drive, second-year quarterback
Derek Robertson threw
a backwards pass that
ended up being ruled a
turnover recovered by
Seawolves fourth-year
linebacker Isaiah Givens after the play was
reviewed. This set up a
9-yard rushing touchdown from fourth-year
running back Ty Son
Lawton.
The
Seawolves
scored another field
goal after forcing the
Black Bears to punt
once again, this time
from 30 yards out
by Gugliemello after
Fields was able to connect with third-year receiver Shawn Harris Jr.
on a 46-yard pass.
UMaine was finally
able to score after second-year safety Shakur Smalls intercepted
a pass from Fields.
This set up a 69-yard
rush from second-year
running back Freddie
Brock to get the Black
Bears in the red zone
for the first time in the
game. Two plays later,
Robertson hit Brock for
an 11-yard touchdown
pass.
After trading punts,
UMaine was able to
move the ball down the
field in 10 plays after
getting great field posi-
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tion at the 45-yard line.
UMaine’s drive was
halted once they got
over midfield and had
to settle for a 37-yard
field goal from fifthyear Jonny Messina.
At that point, the
Black Bears seemed to
have the momentum to
win the game, as they
were now only down
16-10 after forcing another punt. It looked
like the Black Bears
were about to score
again when fifth-year
seawolves defensive
back Randy Pringle intercepted a Robertson
pass at the seawolves
21-yard line.
On the Black Bears’
next drive, they were
quickly faced with a
fourth-and-one
on
their own 32-yard line.
After calling a timeout, Head Coach Nick
Charlton chose to go
for it, which would turn
out costly as Robertson failed to convert.

“I looked at the
distance of the actual
down, and it was less
than a foot,’’ Charlton
said after the game.
“You know, now obviously, I wish I had not
done that, but it was a
matter of inches.”
After receiving the
ball, the Seawolves
quickly
scored
a
touchdown after Lawton scored from 7
yards out. However,
Guglielmello
missed
the extra point.
The Black Bears
were able to get the
ball back and move all
the way down the field
thanks to big catches from fifth-year receiver Devin Young
and second-year receiver Montigo Moss.
They set up a 10-yard
touchdown pass from
Robertson to fifth-year
wide receiver Jacob
Hennie to make it a five
point game.
After forcing the

Seawolves to punt, it
looked like the Black
Bears were about to
complete the comeback. However, on the
very first play of their
next drive Robertson
threw a pass across
his body right into the
hands of third-year
linebacker Tyler King,
ending the game with
the Seawolves winning
22-17.
Robertson
would
finish the game completing 17-32 passes for 160 yards, two
touchdown
passes
and two interceptions.
Brock led the team in
rushing with 10 carries for 82 yards but
outside of the 69-yard
run, the Black Bears
did nothing rushing the
ball. In the absence
of Miller, Moss led the
team in receiving with
three receptions for 48
yards.
Sixth-year linebacker Ray Miller led the

defense with 12 tackles and Smalls had the
interception in the second half.
In the end, the
thing that ruined the
Black Bears chances
of winning this game,
outside of turnovers,
were the costly penalties. The Black Bears
had 12 penalties for
102 yards, which ended multiple drives and
continued the drives
for the Seawolves.
“We left way too
many points out there.
We just didn’t execute
at times when we had
optimal field position
to be able to do that,”
Charlton said after the
game.
Next
week,
the
Black Bears go on the
road to face the University of Massachusetts Minutemen for
their second matchup
against a FBS school
this season.

Women’s soccer season review

Faculty Art Exhibit

Michael Corrado
Contributor
With the NCAA soccer season coming to
a close, the University
of Maine Black Bears
have been at work finishing up their schedule across the America
East Conference. The
Black Bears officially ended the season
with a record of 3-74, which is a step up
from their previous
season’s tally of 0-5-2.
The team, led by head
coach Scott Atherley,
will look to fly even
higher next year.
Far and away the

Photo by Olivia Schanck.
team’s leading scorer
was first-year forward
Abby Kraemer. Kraemer netted five goals
on 28 total shots and
had one assist during
the year. Following
behind Kraemer was
fourth-year
forward
Emma Donovan and
second-year midfielder/forward
Delaney
Labonte, both scoring
two goals.
Finishing up the
season with two double overtime ties aided the Black Bears’
record, but an away
loss to UMass Lowell
to end the season was
less than ideal. Fourth-

year defender and
captain Tiana Bucknor
capped off what was
a sensational season
with UMaine, leading
the team in minutes
played and managing
to find the back of the
net once in the process.
The
fourth-year
captain’s ability to hold
the defensive line and
deny opponents entry
throughout the season
was crucial in garnering results for her side.
Her free-kicks would
constantly set up her
teammates for easy
and reliable offensive
attacks. In addition to

the one tally she had
on the scoresheet,
Bucknor charted an
assist as well.
Fellow
defender
third-year Halle Rogers
managed to play in every minute this season
as well, stifling attacks
with ease alongside
her teammates. Rogers’ skill helped to
preserve score lines
throughout the year
and sparked offense
when able, as her vertical play up the field
helped drive forward
countless advances.
In
the
midfield,
fourth-year
captain
Saylor Clark put forth

a fantastic effort in
the top half of the
field, leading the team
in assists with a total of two on the year.
Her number is all the
more impressive when
you consider she only
played in six matches
this season, and only
started in five of the
team’s games. Her
leadership was visible
both statistically and
within the flow of the
game, as she spread
the ball across the
pitch with ease.
Backstopping
the
group was fourth-year
goalkeeper Kira Kutzinski. The German

goalie was pivotal on
numerous occasions
for the Black Bears
during the regular season, posting a goals
against average of
1.14 in 14 total appearances this season.
Her stout goalkeeping
was able to deny opponents with ease and
outlined a pathway to a
.821 save percentage.
With a heavy helping of fourth-year players leaving UMaine, it
will be up to the younger players to step in
and fill the boots left
behind by this year’s
stars.
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This week in sports history: Shaq and Kobe both
debut within a week of each other…four years apart

Photo by Olivia Schanck.

Michael Corrado
Contributor
29 years ago on
Nov.11, 1992, a rookie by the name of
Shaquille O’Neal sent
shockwaves through
the league in his debut performance. The
7-foot-1-inch O’Neal
was chosen from Louisiana State University
with the first pick of
the 1992 NBA Draft by
the Orlando Magic.
In his very first
career
appearance
against the Heat, O’Neal took advantage of a
porous paint area that
Miami couldn’t contain
or control. He brought
in 18 rebounds, the

Dalton Bartlett
Contributor
Looking back to
July, it seemed like a
long shot the Atlanta
Braves would make
the playoffs, let alone
the World Series, but
against all odds they
somehow pulled it off.
Coming into this
season, the Braves
had very high expectations. They had a
young squad with a
lot of talent and experience. However, the
Braves also boasted
an extremely offensive
core that was led by
star outfielder Ronald
Acuna. Their infield
was immense for them
offensively too. Veteran first baseman Freddie Freeman, second
baseman Ozzie Albies,
third baseman Austin
Riley and shortstop
Dansby Swanson all
were leaned on heavily.
Going into this year,
pitching was the biggest question mark
for the Braves, particularly their bullpen.

most among any player in the contest. O’Neal’s stat line becomes
even more impressive
when you consider the
12 points and three
blocks he was able to
add.
The
contribution
from their soon-to-be
star center was more
than enough to get the
Magic over the hump,
and they took down
the Heat with a score
of 110-100. With the
bruising and domineering style of play that
the “Big Aristotle” was
later known for, O’Neal
managed to foul out of
the contest after only
32 minutes of in-game
action as a starter.

Unbeknownst
to
O’Neal at the time,
arguably his greatest
teammate was just
starting his own rise
to stardom at Lower
Merion High School.
A young guard by the
name of Kobe “Bean”
Bryant had been making waves at his Pennsylvania-based school,
breaking
countless
records while enrolled
and was en route to
entering the NBA Draft
directly
from
high
school, skipping college altogether.
Ironically, Bryant’s
debut was a week before, but four years after, O’Neal’s on Nov. 3,
1996, as Kobe played

his first game wearing
L.A. Lakers’ purple and
gold. The debut for the
“Black Mamba” was
certainly less flashy
than that of his future
teammate in L.A., as
the Lakers were able
to pull off a 91-85 victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves and a
very young Kevin Garnett. A rookie Bryant
came off the bench,
only seeing six minutes of action in which
he delivered a rebound
and a block.
Bryant’s first points
didn’t come until two
days after when he
was fouled in a game
against the New York
Knicks. Bryant sunk

his free throws and began what was inevitably going to be one of
the greatest careers in
the history of the NBA.
O’Neal joined the Lakers before the start of
the 1996-97 NBA season, where he spent
the following eight
seasons playing in the
Staples Center with
Bryant.
It can be maddening to think that one
of the greatest centers
of all time fouled out
of his very first NBA
contest and failed to
register a point in his
first NBA appearance.
Bryant went on to lead
the league in scoring in
consecutive seasons

Against all odds, the Braves pull
off a World Series win
Before the season, the
Braves brought in veteran starters Charlie
Morton and Drew Smyly to add to their core
of young pitchers, as
their star Mike Soroka
was returning from an
injury. Their bullpen
was led by closer Will
Smith, but it was full
of unproven pitchers
and players who had
not played in the major
leagues in years.
In the first half of
the year, the Braves
did not start off well
due to injuries to their
key players. Travis
d’Arnaud picked up an
injury and Soroka tore
his achilles again. On
top of that, outfielder
Marcell Ozuna was arrested for domestic violence and did not return to the team. Even
with these issues, Acuna, Freeman and Albies were all elected to
the All Star game.
On July 10, everything changed for the
Braves. Acuna went
up to get a ball and
landed awkwardly on

his knee, tearing his
ACL and seemingly
dooming the Braves
chances of making it
to the playoffs. Up to
that point, Acuna was
having a great season
batting a .283 average
on a .394 on base percentage with 24 home
runs.
Because the Braves
lost Acuna, they had
to find replacements
in the outfield for him,
so they brought in
Jorge Soler from the
Kansas City Royals,
former Brave Adam
Duvall from the Miami
Marlins, Eddie Rosario
from the Cleveland Indians and Joc Pederson from the Chicago
Cubs.
Even with everything stacked against
them the Braves managed to make the playoffs, though they were
in a stacked division.
They made it thanks
to the team rallying
together after Acuna’s
injury. The new outfielders were able to
hold their own and the

bullpen was able to get
the job done even with
their issues coming
into the season.
In their first playoff
series, they beat the
Milwaukee
Brewers
in four games. After
losing game one, the
Braves won the next
three thanks to dominant pitching from
everyone,
especially
starters Max Fried in
game two and rookie
Ian Anderson in game
three, neither giving up
a single run in either
game. One of the big
offensive pieces in this
series was Pederson,
who had five RBI’s,
four of them coming in
game four.
In the NLDS they
faced the Dodgers. The
Braves came in as the
massive
underdogs.
Not only did the Dodgers have 18 more wins
than the Braves, they
were also the reigning
World Series champions. None of that mattered though as the
Braves were able to
win in six games and

advance to the World
Series.
The Braves won the
first two games against
the Dodgers because
of a walk-off double
from Riley in game
one, and in game two
Rosario hit a walkoff
single that Swanson
scored on. After losing in game three, the
Braves
completely
dominated game four
thanks to four RBI’s
from Rosario and a
very strong game from
the bullpen.
After
losing
in
game five, the Braves
bounced back and won
the pennant in game
six thanks to another
strong game from Rosario with three more
RBI’s and another very
strong game from the
bullpen.
In the World Series
the Braves faced off
against the Houston
Astros. The Braves
once again upset the
favorite and won the
World Series in six
games. The Braves
dominated with their

between 2005 and
2007, with a mark of
35.4 points per game
in the 2005-06 regular
season.
What is almost just
as wild to think about
is that both of these
players started their
careers within a week
of each other, but both
in completely different situations. Then,
somehow they both
were able to meet up
in Los Angeles and
succeed with by far the
best one-two punch
pairing in NBA history.

pitching in all four
wins, even after Charlie Morton broke his
leg. Anderson pitched
a five inning no hitter in
game three and Fried
also did not allow a hit
in game six.
Soler led the offense
with six RBIs and three
home runs, which won
him the World Series
MVP. He is the second
Venuzelan player to
win it.
Looking back at the
trades general manager Alex Anthopoulos
made at the deadline,
all four played major
parts in the Braves
pulling off the impossible. The Braves proved
this year that you do
not always have to be
the best team on paper
to win the World Series. Sometimes all it
takes is a team getting
hot at the right moments to win it all.

